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TAGS: UR JA US 

SUBJECT: US-JAPAN-SOVIET EXPERTS' TALKS 

REF: STATE 162288 

1 . SOVIET DIVDIR TOGO TOLD EMBOFFS AUGUST 3 THAT MOFA WOULD 
PREFER POSTPONING SOVIET EXPERTS'S TALKS UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 
MID-OCTOBER. TOGO CITED PREPARATIONS FOR HATOYAMA-GROMYKO 
MEETING AT UN, UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDING HATOYAMA MOSCOW TRIP 
AND SEPT 12-15 JAPAN-SOVIET JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
AS REASONS FOR DELAY. 

2. AT SAME TIME, GOGO TOOK PAINS TO EMPHASIZE IMPORTANCE MOFA 
ATTACHES TO THESE TALKS, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF EVENTS WHICH 
HAVE OCCURRED IN JAPAN-SOVIET AND US-SOVIET RELATIONS SINCE 
LAST SESSION. HE APOLOGIZED FOR POSTPONEMENT AND EXPRESSED HOPE 
THAT IT WOULD NOT MEAN INDEFINITE DELAY. MANSFIELD 
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